Chesterfield Area Walking Festival (2017)
http://cnedramblers.altervista.org/chesterfieldwesternwalk.pdf

Industrial Meander to the West
Monday 8 May
National Library of Scotland 1898 map

The walk begins at the Town Hall (constructed
between between 1933 and 1938).
The route down Shentall Gardens and across West
Bars would have been obstructed in 1898 by the substantial
West House, the Market Place station with a line to Lincoln,
and a Brampton Branch Line which supported Brampton’s
many industries.
If Chesterfield was the ‘centre of industrial England’,
Brampton was at the heart of industrial Chesterfield in the
19th and 20th centuries.

Queen's Park is shown on the 1898 map, having been opened in 1887 for Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee.

Pottery had been a core industry in Brampton since Roman times, but the 19th and 20th century saw the development
also of many coal mines (with seams often running alongside clay) and a substantial brick industry.

Brampton was particularly noted for its salt glazed earthenware, with salt being imported from Cheshire.
For one company pottery led on to other things and Robinsons , centred on the River Hipper has been a core player in
this area for nearly 200 years.
The Robinson’s area is the site of Chesterfield’s oldest industrial building, the Cannon Mill ,which two hundred years
ago produced ordnance for the Napoleonic Wars.
The walk route passes Walton Dam and continues via Somersall Park, where it begins its return to Chesterfield on a
footpath heading towards St Thomas’ Church.

Crossing the busy Chatsworth Road the route heads up Vincent Crescent, following footpaths of which few who do not
live in the area between Brampton and Ashgate are aware.
It passes the site of the Waspnest Brickworks and the old Inkerman Pool.

A return to the Town Hall, via Chester Street.
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